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rising oil prices. I am a single mother of
three, working full-time as it is, but now
thinking about taking on another job be-
cause of the cost of gas. Our family has tried
to plan a week visit to the coast for the past
few years, and the cost of gas has controlled
our plans! This is taking a toll on my budget
and our family, knowing that every month,
there is never any extra. The other option
for me is to turn to a welfare program.
Which is more beneficial—more people on
welfare or using our oil reserves? What
makes it most frustrating is that the United
States has the oil! Help us out. I would like
to travel somewhere with my children before
they are grown up and gone.
SOPHIA, Pocatello.

With regards to your recent query about
the effect of the gas prices on our family:
yes, the high prices have forced changes on
our family. We now combine trips to save
fuel, and I now commute to work by bicycle
three times a week and am losing weight
doing it. We are putting much more pressure
on management to allow telecommuting.

Are these all bad things? Is this a drastic
problem? No, actually this is most probably
a good thing. For the first time in years we,
as a nation, are using less gas. While it will
definitely have an impact on our lifestyle,
the problem can be mitigated by lifestyle
changes (carpooling, mass transit, cycling,
downsizing to smaller vehicles). There are
many ways to do this and virtually every na-
tion in the world besides the U.S. has done
it.

The real concern is two-fold, both of which
can be considered failures by our elected offi-
cials. First, the lack of affordable mass tran-
sit. For years, our leaders have refused to
lead on this situation and instead buried
their heads in the sand, preferring to believe
that gas will always be at $1l/gallon. Some-
thing like a 50c/gallon tax years ago would
have provided for an efficient infrastructure,
reduced the demand and possibly reduced the
current price increases.

The second failure is the misguided use of
ethanol in the attempt to pretend that we
are actually doing something to reduce our
emissions. This is in reality nothing more
than a subsidy to agri-business at the cost of
increased food prices. Corn ethanol is noth-
ing but a smokescreen that is contributing
to increased food prices. If we are serious
about ethanol, then let us import sugar cane
and make the ethanol from the cane, or,
even better, let us create ethanol plants in
the countries that grow the sugar cane. That
way we would be helping these countries,
most of which are dirt poor, provide employ-
ment and earn hard currency. In turn, we
would reduce our emissions without adding
to the food price increases.

Yes, I know that you wanted a lot of
whine-a-grams so that you could parade
them in front of Congress and try and open
the Arctic Refuge to drilling to benefit the
oil companies, even though they are making
obscene profits, but maybe we should look at
reality. Drilling offshore and in the Arctic
will not reduce prices. Oil companies have
found that people can afford $4/gallon gas
and will manipulate the situation to keep
gas prices high. The only real solution is to
reduce our consumption. Let us provide busi-
ness with incentives for telecommuting and
usage of green energy. Let us provide com-
munities with help and incentives for the
creation of bike-paths as well as options like
light rail etc.

This way we can provide for the future, re-
duce emissions, reduce demand for gas and in
turn reduce oil and food prices. But in order
to do this we need to look beyond the old
mentality that got us here. Drill and con-
sume, drill and consume is no longer going
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to work. It will provide nothing more than a
short term minimal respite.

We look to you as one of our leaders to
promote a long-term viable solution. Thank
you for your time in considering this.

ROBERT.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOEL M. LEVY

e Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I wish
to pay tribute to a truly inspiratioal
New York figure, Dr. Joel M. Levy, on
the occasion of his retirement from the
YAI/National Institute for People with
Disabilities Network, NIPD, after 40
years of dedicated leadership of the or-
ganization.

Over this time, Dr. Levy has spear-
headed the development of YAI/NIPD
from a small and struggling agency
into one of the Nation’s leading pro-
viders of service for people of all ages
with developmental and learning
disibiities. In particular it is at the
forefront of understanding and treat-
ment of autism.

He has played a pivotal role in lead-
ing the social revolution which has
transformed the landscape of the dis-
abilities field and which has dramati-
cally improved the lives of thousands
upon thousands of individuals and fam-
ilies.

Dr. Levy’s tireless efforts have cre-
ated countless opportunities for those
with developmental disabilities to ex-
perience greater independence, produc-
tivity, and joy through community liv-
ing, meaningful employment, and vol-
unteer activities. Furthermore, he has
ensured that persons with disabilities
have access to quality health care, in
turn promoting their physical, mental
and overall well-being.

And of great importance, Dr. Levy
has positioned YAI/NIPD as an inter-
nationally acclaimed professional orga-
nization renowned for its conferences,
training materials, research, and publi-
cations in this field.

In the course of his distinguished ca-
reer he has clearly created a Place of
Hope for all people with developmental
and learning disabilities and their fam-
ilies.

I feel privileged on behalf of all New
Yorkers to have this opportunity to sa-
lute and commend the outstanding
achievements of Dr. Levy.e

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.
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(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. DORGAN for the Committee on In-
dian Affairs.

*Yvette Roubideaux, of Arizona, to be Di-
rector of the Indian Health Service, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, for the
term of four years.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. GREGG, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. VITTER, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. KAUFMAN, and Mr. BINGA-
MAN):

S. 951. A bill to authorize the President, in
conjunction with the 40th anniversary of the
historic and first lunar landing by humans in
1969, to award gold medals on behalf of the
United States Congress to Neil A. Arm-
strong, the first human to walk on the moon;
Edwin E. “Buzz’’ Aldrin Jr. , the pilot of the
lunar module and second person to walk on
the moon; Michael Collins, the pilot of their
Apollo 11 mission’s command module; and,
the first American to orbit the Earth, John
Herschel Glenn Jr; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself, Mr. NEL-
SON of Florida, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. VITTER, Mr. CARDIN, Ms.
LANDRIEU, and Mrs. BOXER):

S. 952. A bill to develop and promote a
comprehensive plan for a national strategy
to address harmful algal blooms and hypoxia
through baseline research, forecasting and
monitoring, and mitigation and control
while helping communities detect, control,
and mitigate coastal and Great Lakes harm-
ful algal blooms and hypoxia events; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. HARKIN:

S. 953. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of programs and activities to increase
influenza vaccination rates through the pro-
vision of free vaccines; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Mr.
LUGAR):

S. 954. A Dbill to authorize United States
participation in the replenishment of re-
sources of the International Development
Association, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. KERRY (for himself and Mr.
LUGAR):

S. 955. A bill to authorize United States
participation in, and appropriations for the
United States contribution to, the African
Development Fund and the Multilateral Debt
Relief Initiative, to require budgetary disclo-
sures by multilateral development banks, to
encourage multilateral development banks
to endorse the principles of the Extractive
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